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Nation 
rallies 
response 
to virus 


South Florida braces 
for pandemic’s impact 
on lives, health system 


By MARIO ARIZA 
AND AUSTEN ERBLAT 


A U-shaped, khaki-colored tent 
recently erected in the parking lot 
of the West Palm Beach Veterans’ 
Affairs Medical Center flaps in the 
wind, a sign of things to come. 

The portable structure is set up 
for a possible influx of veterans 
with COVID-9. It’s another way 
South Florida is preparing for 
more cases of the coronavirus, 
coming during a week when 
schools and businesses closed, 
workers became telecommuters 
and counties like Spain reported 
1,500 new cases. 

Hospitals, nursing homes, as- 
sisted living centers and other fa- 
cilities are preparing for more 
cases, heeding the words of Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the Na- 
tional Institute of Allergy and In- 
fectious Diseases said Wednesday, 
who said recently, “Things will get 
worse than they are right now.” 

Mary local preparations are in 
line with those being taken 
nationwide, including travel re- 
strictions to Europe and high-risk 
countries, free testing for all 
Americans and paid sick leave for 
workers affected by the outbreak. 

Gov. Ron DeSantis on Friday 
said nursing homes, long-term 
care facilities and adult day cares 
in Broward County would be 
closed to visitors and family mem- 


See VIRUS, 26A 


Patrons eat lunch at Tacocraft in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea on Friday. 


Eating out amid 
global pandemic 


How should restaurants and consumers cope? 


By MICHAEL MAYO 


elray Beach chef Suzanne Perrotto says 
she washed her hands 28 times during 
dinner service Thursday, scrubbing ev- 
ery time she made an artisanal pizza at 
her Rose’s Daughter restaurant. At Laspada’s Hoa- 
gies in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, 
cused from signing credit-card slips Friday so 
workers didn’t have to wipe down pens after each 
use. Cod & Capers Seafood Restaurant in North 
Palm Beach has started seating customers at every 


other table. 
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has told employees of its Il eateries to stay home if 
they are sick and has offered them free access to 


mouths. 
patrons were ex- 


Fort Lauderdale-based The Restaurant People 


H INSIDE: President announces 
U.S. will broaden its European travel 
ban, adding the U.K. and Ireland. 3A 


H INSIDE: Spain locks down its 
46M citizens. France orders the 
closing of just about everything. 4A 


H INSIDE: What scientists have 
learned about how the new virus 
infects and attacks cells. 25A 


H INSIDE: 25 new patients re- 
ported, the biggest jump since the 
state began releasing numbers. 28A 


ADDITIONAL COVERAGE INSIDE 


E MONEY: The new virus poses a 
potential existential threat to the 
cruise line industry. 1D 


Hi LOCAL: DeSantis says the co- 
ronavirus won't stop the primary: 
“They voted during the Civil War.” 3B 


Baptist Health’s online doctor service. Veteran 
restaurateur Burt Rapoport says he will not hesi- 
tate to ask patrons to move outside or leave if they 
start sneezing or coughing without covering their 


“If offend them, I’m OK with that,” says Rapo- 
port, who owns four restaurants in Boca Raton 
and Delray Beach. 

We all gotta eat. Even during a global pandemic. 

But restaurant life in South Florida changed 


See EATING, 26A 


Cruise 


patrons 


left in 
the dark 


Passengers given 
contradictory info 
about virus exposure 


By DAVID FLESHLER 


As cruise passengers returned to 
Fort Lauderdale and boarded 
planes for home, they remained in 
the dark about their possible expo- 
sure to coronavirus because state 
and federal officials failed to take 
steps to warn them. 

For several days last week, as 
workers at Port Everglades tested 
positive for the virus and the cruise 
industry came under growing scru- 
tiny, health officials issued a series 

of contradic- 


TIMELINE: tory statements 
How officials and withheld 
handled South information 

Florida’s that might have 
coronavirus allowed pas- 
crisis. 31A sengers take 


steps to avoid 
spreading the disease. Their ac- 
tions appeared to reflect confusion, 
attempts to keep up with a fast- 
changing situation on the ground 
and possibly the desire to protect a 
major industry in a state that’s cru- 
cial to President Trump’s reelec- 
tion. 

Left without word that they 
might be carrying the virus, thou- 
sands of passengers returned to 
their families and friends, possibly 
exposing anyone with whom they 
came into contact. 

“There’s a lot of things I would 
have done differently, had I 


See CRUISES, 31A 


E OPINION: How many infected 
people are spreading virus because 
they can’t get tested? 32A 


E LOCAL: As the economic threat 
grows, lawmakers back away from 
some business tax breaks. 6B 


E SPORTS: NBA back in a person- 
nel moratorium, meaning no altera- 
tions to Miami’s cap, tax or roster. 1C 


E SPORTS: People know sports 
are just sports in a time like this, 
but there can still be anguish. 1C 


Deerfield Beach High in crisis 


Students feel adrift and alone after the death of classmates 


By BROOKE BAITINGER 


DEERFIELD BEACH — You'll 
be OK — you’ve got a good head on 
your shoulders. 

That’s the advice some stu- 
dents at Deerfield Beach High 
School say they’ve gotten from 
counselors who’ve talked with 
them about losing three of their 
classmates in two months. 

“Tt feels like they’re just there 
to get a paycheck,” said Cleefton 
Israel, 17. “They’re there just be- 


cause it’s their job, but it doesn’t 
feel like they’re someone you can 
really open up to.” 

Israel was friends with both 
Bryce Gowdy and Alexis Marion, 
the two students who stepped in 
front of trains in Deerfield Beach 
in the last two months. He said he 
tried to share his struggles with 
counselors a time or two, but 
none followed up with him. To- 
day he says he feels adrift and 
alone without the two friends 
who were always around to help 


him with whatever he was going 
through. 

Students like Israel repeat it 
day after day: They sit in classes 
with an empty chair where their 
friend sat when they were alive. 
They attend rallies and assem- 
blies without their usual buddy. 
They train for the football team, 
the water polo team, the swim 
team, without their teammate. 

They face near-constant re- 


See STUDENTS, 21A 


E NOTE TO READERS: Because of press restrictions, the Nation/World 
portion of today’s Sun Sentinel is divided into multiple sections. You can find 
your daily Opinion pages in the last section, on pages 32A and 33A, and 
stories from the front page may be continued in the final section as well. 
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ELECTION 2020 
DEMOCRATIC DEBATE 


Florida Democrats are about to 
deliver a verdict that could finally 
crown Joe Biden as their party’s 
candidate to take on President 
Donald Trump and eliminate any 
last ember of hope for Bernie 
Sanders. Florida is the biggest of 
four major primaries Tuesday. 
Analysts say it’s a state that is 
practically tailor-made for a 
strong showing by Biden and 
disappointing results for Sanders. 
To read more, see Local, 1B 
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